Molecular genetic basis of sudden cardiac death.
In this review, the up-to-date understanding of the molecular basis of disorders causing sudden death will be described. Two arrhythmic disorders causing sudden death have recently been well described at the molecular level, the long QT syndromes (LQTS) and Brugada syndrome, and in this article we will review the current scientific knowledge of each disease. A third disorder, hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (HCM), a myocardial disorder causing sudden death, has also been well studied. Finally, a disorder in which both myocardial abnormalities and rhythm abnormalities coexist, arrhythmogenic right ventricular dysplasia (ARVD) will also be described. The role of the pathologist in these studies will be highlighted.